
1 

 

 

CELTIC EVENSONG AND COMMUNION 
AT CHRIST AND GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Petersburg, Virginia 
 

May 21, 2017, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to this evening service.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering the nave.  At the end of the service, please remain seated in silence until the conclusion of the Postlude when the 
bell is rung.  We are glad you are here. 
 

 

Prelude Music begins at 5:15 p.m.   
   The Salley Gardens  Traditional Irish Melody 
   All Things Bright and Beautiful  Traditional Welsh Melody 
   Brother James Air  James Leith Macbeth Bain 
   The Kind of Love My Shepherd Is  St. Columba 
  
Opening Sentences     Please stand at the sound of the bell. 

 

Leader:  That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,    
All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
Leader:  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
Leader: That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
All: We entreat you, O Lord. 

   
Hymn 475   God himself is with us                                         Tysk 
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Words: St.3 By permission of David D. Coffin.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723555. 

 
Prayer    

Christ our true and only Light: receive our evening prayers, and illumine the secrets of our hearts 
with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us who are made new in the light of 
your heavenly grace. Amen. 

 
The Reading  John 14:15-21      Please be seated. 

 

Reader   A reading from the Gospel of John.  

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you 
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Reader             Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All                  Thanks be to God. 

Silence is observed after the reading. 

 



3 

 

Reflection     Bill Queen     
                                                                  

A moment of silence will follow. 
 

Music for Meditation    
    The Gift of Love                                                                                    Traditional Irish Melody 
   
Prayers for Ourselves and Others    Please stand. 
    Celebrant      Let us pray for ourselves and others. 

Leader 1   We hold before God: those for whom life is very difficult; those who have difficult decisions 
to make, and who honestly do not know the right thing to do. 

 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 2   We hold before God: those who have difficult tasks to face, and who fear they may fail in 
them; those who have difficult temptations to face, and who know only too well that they 
may fall to them, if they try to meet them alone.                                                  

 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 

 

Leader 3  We hold before God: those who know that they can be their own worst enemies. 
 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 4   We hold before God: those who have difficult people to work with; those who have to 
suffer unjust treatment, unfair criticism, unappreciated work. 

 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 5   We hold before God: those who are grieving because someone they loved has died; and any 
who are disappointed in something for which they hoped very much. 

 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 6   We hold before God: those who are victims of violence, those who are neglected or 
misunderstood, those who are unemployed and frightened, and those who have no one to 
pray for them. 

 

Celebrant   Lord, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant We pray for ourselves, 
All that we may release our own worries, 
 trust in God’s love, receive God’s forgiveness, 
 and be instruments of God’s healing and peace. Amen. 
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Additional Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving     Please be seated. 
 

During the instrumental music, you are welcome to come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your 
prayer. Votives are on the stands by the chancel steps. 

 
 

Music for Meditation   
    For the Beauty of the Earth  Dix 
    Ash Grove  Traditional Welsh Melody 
     
Hymn 304    I Come with Joy                                                                                                      Land of Rest 
   

 
 

Words: Copyright ©1971 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission.  Music: 
Copyright ©1938 by J. Fischer & Bro., a division of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.  Copyright renewed.  Used with permission.   All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723555. 

 
The Grace  
 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

 Spirit.  Amen.   (Romans 15:13) 

 

The Peace     
 Sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be always with you. 
 And also with you.       
  

All now exchange a sign of peace; then please be seated. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Alms basins are not passed through the congregation at this service. 
You may place your offering in the alms basin at the door as you leave. 

 

At the Offertory                                                                
     I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                                                                                Forest Green  
 

The Eucharistic Prayer   Please stand. 
                                          

    Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant Blessed are you, O God of all creation, through whose goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 

People May it become for us the bread of life. 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, O God of all creation, through whose goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

People May it become for us the cup of blessing. 
 

Celebrant Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth, here we gather again with bread and 
with wine, seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, hungering for 
wholeness in our lives, for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 

People Here we gather with bread and with wine  
but with more than bread and wine. 

Celebrant Here we gather with creation’s elements all around us. With earth, air, fire, and water still 
expanding through the universe, with the glory of the sun, the whiteness of the moon, the 
glittering of heaven’s lights off flowing waters. 

People Here we gather with bread and with wine  
but with more than bread and wine. 

Celebrant So with everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible energies that 
pulse with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation:  

 
Sanctus                                                          Traditional American Melody 
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
        Hosanna in the highest. 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
        Hosanna in the highest. 
        Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant O God, we bless you for Christ who carried sin’s destructive powers to the cross that we and 

all people might be set free. Through Christ you inspire the hope in us that earth’s forces of 
darkness will be scattered, and angels of glory and principalities of light will bring a new 
heaven and a new earth. 

 

 On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and having blessed it, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” In the same way Jesus took wine and, having given thanks for 
it, gave the cup to his disciples, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Bless us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and bless this bread and wine, that through them we 
may be made strong again with the strength that only you supply. May our inner selves be 
nourished that, in the outward things of life, we may follow the way of Christ and grow 
more and more into your love; through Christ, by whom, with whom, and in whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, world without end. 
AMEN.   

    
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,       
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                            

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love 
him and for those who want to love him more.  So, come, you who have much faith and you 
who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you 
who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

 

You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive. Use either standing station near the pulpit or lectern.  
 
Music during Communion   
   Beneath the Cross of Jesus St. Christopher 
   The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want Scottish Psalter 165 
 
Celebrant         Let us pray.  Please kneel. 
All In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we give 

ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have shared the 
Living Bread and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, 
enable much by us, encourage many through us. So, Lord, may we live to your glory, 
both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen. 
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Blessing           
 Celebrant The Lord of creation open your eyes to behold the beauty around you. The Lord of light 

shine forth to guide you on your way, and the Lord of love enfold you in his arms, this day 
and every day. And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you now and 
always. Amen. 

 

Hymn 657  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                          Hyfrydol  

 

    

The Dismissal 
   Celebrant Loving Jesus: Protect and sustain us with your hand. Open the door of your love that, 
  sealed with your wisdom, we may be free to serve you with joy. Amen.   
  (A prayer of St. Gertrude) 

  

   All   Thanks be to God.   
 

Please remain seated in silence until the conclusion of the Postlude when the bell is rung. 
 
Postlude        Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda  
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Participants in the Service 
Celebrant & Reflector   The Reverend Bill Queen 

Cantor  Tim Richardson   Lay Reader  Jim Hunter 
Chalice Bearers  Bee Betts, Kemper Brinkley, Jim Hunter, Jonathan Shockley 

Ushers Beegee Brinkley, Jill Donnelly, Melanie Williamson 
Audio Jim Donnelly  Musician Melissa Adams 

 
*** 

Special thanks to Liz Richardson 
 for planning and hosting the reception after the service. 

*** 

The prayers and blessing in this Celtic Evensong Service are adapted from the following sources: William Barclay, Celtic Daily Prayer,  
(HarperCollins, 2002), New York, NY; J. Philip Newell, An Earthful of Glory: Biblical Prayers, Liturgies, and Meditations (SPCK, 1996), Grover; 
Newell, “A Mass for Peace” (The Iona Community), Grover; Iona Abbey Worship Book, (Wild Goose Publications, 2001), Glasgow, UK; 
Wild Goose Worship Group, A Wee Worship Book (Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, 1989) Glasgow, Scotland; Enriching Our 
Worship 1 (Church Publishing, Inc.); and The Book of Common Prayer. 

*** 

Announcements 
 

Our next Celtic Evensong and Communion service will be on September 17. We hope you will join us and 
bring your friends. Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m.  
 

Summer schedule begins Sunday, June 4 as follows:  8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, 9:00 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion. 
 

The Outreach Garden is in need of volunteers to water, weed and harvest.  Also, deliveries of vegetables 
will need to be made to the Hope Center on Tuesday and Thursday mornings for distribution. Please call 
458-0904 or email Ken 3numns@gmail.com or Debbie coinxpert@aol.com to sign up.  
 

Baby Bottle Blessing begins today through Father’s Day, June 18.  This is an annual fundraiser for the 
Pregnancy Support Center of the Tri-Cities.  To support this ministry, pick up your baby bottle on the 
table outside the sanctuary and fill with cash or checks. 
 
 

*** 

 

What is Celtic Christianity? 
 

 Celtic Christianity was a significant part of the church in the British Isles from the 4th to the 7th 
centuries. It had a resurgence in the 19th century and continues to captivate people today. 

It focuses on experiencing God more than learning about God. One author described it this way: It 
is like the difference between learning about honey and tasting honey. We can learn that honey is made by bees 
and that it is sweet and golden in color – all valuable information – but we don’t truly know honey until we 
have tasted it. In the same way, we can learn about God through the scriptures, but we can’t really know the 
fullness of God until we have experienced the Divine presence.  

Celtic Christianity has its spiritual roots in the New Testament, specifically with St. John, the 
apostle.  St. John was portrayed as leaning against Jesus at the Last Supper, according to author Philip 
Newell. He became an image of the practice of “listening for the heartbeat of God.” So Celtic spirituality 
espouses listening for God “at the heart of life,” Newell says. 

Celtic Christians see the goodness and the beauty of God within creation and within people because 
the scriptures say that humans are created in God’s image. Celtic Christians see all of life as sacred and 
God as the Life within all life. 

The Episcopal Church has its roots in both the Roman and the Celtic traditions. 
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